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Shrine pays
tribute to
mlgrants

BY DAYID AGREN

As Dla de Muerio6 observers ar'ornd tlrc coun-
try honored deceased loved ohes on Thrrda-y
r€sidenE of one lowh in the State of Mexico fo-
crued their attention on those who passod away
frr fiom home.

Al drc Parish of $e Divirr Savior church in
Malndco cotrvnunity members mnstructed a
Dayofdre Dead shrine to pay tribulc to local rcs'
idents ir,llo died while in pur$itofeconomic op-
portunitie$ in d|e United SEES, On wcdnesday
ni$rt, several hundr€d locals gathered lor a Mns
and plac<l photrs ofrelatives on tie shrine

'Ihe impulse !o ghe a public recoglitior!
a public Mz$s, [exis6] because therc is not anl'
sharing of this experience in *rc communitv."
said Ellen CalErus dir€ctor ofEl Rinc6n. an or-
ganization that provides cdsis support for the
fomilies ofmigran6.

"llb thought this would be ahcaling thing'
Alfiough cmigration has hcen a decadesJong

reality in maiy towns citic6 and stles aooss the
country. lirge-scah emig ation 6om Valinalco
only stared fnr pars app, Calnrus said.

Most ofthe migrants vfio leave the moun-
tain loivn, she seid. :go to eem s lide money ard
then c,ome home.'

But some ne\'€r male it to dr Uoited States,
or errn home The lack of a mifmtion tmdilion
pcesparticularproblenrsfor M,Jinelcoresident
working nodr ofdB border, Calnus said.

In states with alon8 hisrory ofmigntion, she
cxplainedmanyofttroselreadingnonh arepriv.
vy toword of mouthadvicefiomfrieldsor hm-
ily mernbers urd can rake adwrtagc o[ support
netwtrk run by peoplc wifi ti€s to their hoqr.
town Vainalco residetrb have no such rrn+orls
to tap irio, Calmus said

Many of the de€ea6ed migants from Mali"
nalc! were killed in hidrway accidsrts, said Cal
mus, wlm \ras unable to put anumber on the o-
tal rleadr talh


